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who may desire to do so. The liberty of the
people in religion is proclaimed, and no State
religion will be fixed/31 Confucianism has
supplied the mainspring of China's morality,
stability and national unity up to this time.
With all its noble precepts it has, however,
fallen behind the times. It lacks the one
mighty dynamic of a personal God and Father
of the individual, and of a personal Saviour,
with the elements of power and progress which
come from these great truths.

In spite of all that Confucianism has done
for China, it is like a valuable watch which has
run down and no longer keeps time. The
revival of Confucianism, which has been a
political rather than a religious movement, is
likely to insert the powerful new mainspring
of nationalism, patriotism and a reactionary,
anti- foreign propaganda. It will not only
make this ancient watch keep time, but it will
drive it far faster than the correct time. This
effort can prove at best only a temporary
expedient. No truth of Confucianism will be

1 In a personal letter to Mr. E. W- Thwing of Peking, the late Pre-
sident said: " The worship of Confucius is an ancient rite which has
been observed for many ages in China's history and has been handed
down from ancient times. It has nothing to do with religions.
Catholics, Protestants, Mohammedans, and men of other religious
faiths find nothing to keep them from entering official life. If a
district magistrate is unable, or does not wish to Worship Confucius,
the ceremony may be conducted by some one else."